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Becoming the People of the Resurrection 
 
Read Mark 14:26-31 
 

He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him.   
He came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him. 

John 1:10, 11 
 
From His rejection on a corporate level, He will then be severely rejected by those whom He 
held closest.  In our last reading we considered four groups that rejected the Lord of glory.  
First, the religious establishment sought His destruction through stealth and dishonesty (Mark 
14:1, 2; 55-65).  Second, the political system equally rejected Him (Mark 15:1-5).  Third, His 
own people, the Jewish nation, rejected Him for a seditious murderer (Mark 15:6-14).  Fourth, 
the soldiers abused and mocked Him (Mark 15:15-21).   The cruelty heaped upon Him by His 
tormentors is considerable.   
 
We now move from the corporate to the individual/personal.  I would argue that the rejection 
faced by the individual is more severe and cutting than that of the corporate.  To be fired from 
one’s job is harsh, but to be rejected by one’s spouse is far more cutting and painful.  Let us 
note three examples of this severe rejection and the depth of His wounds. 
 
In Judas, we have outright betrayal whereby Judas enables the enemies of Christ to kill Him.  
In Peter, we have misguided zeal and courage, frustration and despair all wrapped into one 
confused and adrenaline-filled package.  In the collective group, His disciples, we simply have 
scattering sheep in the absence of the Shepherd.  They are frightened and confused.  In these 
three manifested personas, we find ourselves. 
 
First, Judas Iscariot betrayed Him for a simple sum of money and false affection (Mark 14:10, 
11, 43-45).  When the anointing took place with costly ointment it was probably Judas who led 
this “insurrection” (v. 4).  His “much grief” found a home in the hearts of others as he led them 
to their shame.  Judas was the one who held the money (John 13:29).  The hypocrisy of his 
concern for the poor was reeking from decay.  Because financial gain and the material world 
had gripped his heart, he was now willing to sell the Lord for a few silver coins.  This same sin 
was present in the heart of Demas who loved this present world (2 Tim. 4:10).  The utter 
duplicity of his disloyalty is compounded by the false expression of affection and respect, 
“Rabbi, and kissed Him” (vv. 43-45). 
 
Second, Peter denied Him.  Although we justly cringe at Peter’s bold-face denial of our Lord, 
we are no less guilty and gutless.  Peter embodies the collective betrayal.  Peter’s denial 
escalates to the point of oath taking, he began to curse and swear, “I do not know this man you 
are talking about” (v. 71).  The depth of Peter’s denial is struck against the profound 
expression of his deep-seated repentance.  The crow calls and Peter cries. 
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Third, His own disciples forsook/deserted Him (Mark 14:50, 66-72).  When our Lord found 
Himself surrounded by His enemies, those to whom He turned to the most left Him all alone.  
Jesus would know as much, but the knowledge did not lessen the pain.   
 
The depth of our hatred toward God is unfounded, but real.  He reached out to embrace and 
we slapped His hand away.  We scorned His advances and mocked His overtures of love.  
This is how wicked our hearts are and how grieved His is. 
 
As I noted earlier, where are you in these three actions?  Listen to the conclusion drawn for us 
by New Testament scholar N.T. Wright: 
 
“The church is called to live in the middle of this great scene: surrounded by confusion, false 
loyalty, direct attack and traitor’s kisses, those who name the name of Christ must stay in the 
garden with him until the Father’s will is done.”  (N.T. Wright, Mark for Everyone, 200). 
 
 

 


